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Welcome to the Iowa City 
Community School District!  

 
We are child-centered and future-focused. 

We believe each child is unique and it is our 

responsibility to provide the best education 

possible in an environment that is 

challenging,  yet  caring  and  inviting.  
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EQUITY STATEMENT 

It is the policy of the Iowa City Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeco- 

nomic status in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discriminat ion. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy, please 

contact Kingsley Botchway II, Director of Equity, 1725 N. Dodge St., Iowa City, IA 52245, 319-688-1000, Botchway.Kingsley@iowacityschools.org. 

http://www.iowacityschools.org/
mailto:Botchway.Kingsley@iowacityschools.org


When people think about our schools, words like traditional and established 

come to mind, but also responsive, innovative, creative, and progressive. 

For over one hundred years, the Iowa City Community School District 

has been the instructional leader in eastern Iowa, across the state, and 

throughout the nation 

The District’s comprehensive high schools recognize academic excellence. 

These high schools consistently rank at the top in Iowa for the number of 

National Merit Scholars. Our graduates earn ACT and SAT scores that are 

consistently higher than the national averages and our schools boast 

graduation rates that remain higher than state and national norms. 

Numerous opportunities are provided for our ninth through twelfth 

grade students to achieve success. Our high schools offer comprehensive 

instructional programs that meet the diverse educational needs of young 

adults. Course offerings prepare students for the future, whether they 

pursue vocational training, attend a technical college or a university, join the 

military, or move into the world of work. Our students have the opportunity 

to build their own educational plans through the use of individual learning 

plans, which help our students and parents select appropriate courses to 

support the exploration of various career opportunities.  Project Lead The 

Way and numerous Advanced Placement courses give students a 

tremendous advantage in pursuing their collegiate level education and in-

demand career fields. Career academies and concurrent college credit 

courses are offered through a strong partnership with Kirkwood Community    

College. 

In addition, students have the opportunity to enroll directly in college 

courses through the Post-Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO). 

Students have access to comprehensive career centers that help them 

explore and determine their path to the future. Access to a full range of 

technologies, apprenticeships, and community business partnerships 

keeps our high school programs dynamic learning environments. A wide 

choice of championship and award-winning athletic and extra-curricular 

offerings provides our students an arena in which they can build upon the 

values of teamwork, self-esteem, and perseverance. 

                                                TATE HIGH SCHOOL  
                                        1528 Mall Drive Iowa City, IA 52240 

                        Phone: 319-688-1080 | Fax:  319-688-1089 
                  www.iowacityschools.org/TateHS  

ADMINISTRATORS 
  Ann Browning            Principal  

 SCHOOL COUNSELORS 
Kristina Brown                   Tate and Phoenix students 
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General Information 
 

Registration Guidelines 

A FOUR YEAR PLAN OF STUDY is available for 
use in the Program of Studies. 

As a 1st Step, students must give serious 
consideration to completing the FOUR YEAR 
PLAN of STUDY. This will help to insure that 
students have a well-planned high school 
education that will lend itself to post high 
school plans. This FOUR YEAR PLAN of STUDY 
may be updated on a yearly basis as appro- 
priate in consultation with a guidance coun- 
selor. 

As a 2nd step, students must carefully read the 
Program of Studies paying particular at- 
tention to graduation requirements, college 
entrance requirements (2 and 4 year pro- 
gram), course descriptions, and prerequisites. 

As a 3rd step, students should work closely 
with their guidance counselors to clarify 
questions and seek advice to complete the 
FOUR YEAR PLAN of STUDY. Counselors are 
also available to assist with questions regard- 
ing college entrance requirements and with 
Job Shadowing experiences. 

 

Specific Requirements 

1. A maximum of 15 credits of a combina- 
tion of journalism, speech, and communica- 
tion studies can be applied to fulfill the 60 
credits of required English courses. 

2. The social studies requirement includes 
one year of American Studies, one year of 
World History, two trimesters of government, 
and one trimester of economics. 

3. The physical education requirement re- 
quires the student to be registered in PE for 
one trimester of each year of attendance. 
Seniors who participate in an athletic sport 
during the school year may request a waiver 
from participating in a physical education 
class. In addition, any student who takes seven 
classes all three trimesters may request a PE 
waiver. The requirement may also be waived 
for those students with a doctor’s medical 
excuse filed in the Health Office. This waiver 
must be filed annually. 

4. Students must be registered in health for 
one trimester unless a parent waiver request 
is approved. 

College Entrance Requirements 

Students are strongly urged to work closely 
with their Guidance Counselor regarding col- 
lege entrance requirements and completing 
their FOUR YEAR PLAN. A copy of the Iowa’s 
Regents Universities’ admission requirements 
is included as a guideline and should be used 
early on for general planning purposes. In 
order to be best prepared for the future, stu- 
dents need to get specific information from    
a variety of schools and/or post high school 
programs. Not all courses listed in the Pro- 
gram of Studies meet college and/or NCAA 
admission requirements. 

 

Academic Eligibility 

In order to participate in any high school per- 
formance and or to be eligible to participate 
in a sport or competitive activity, a student 
must have passed all courses the trimester 
prior to participation, and must be enrolled 
in four subjects (Excluding Driver’s Educa- 
tion). A special education student, who is 
making adequate progress in meeting goals 
and objectives on the individualized educa- 
tion plan, as assessed by the teacher, will be 
academically eligible. (Admin. Reg. 503.4c) 

 

Alternative High School 

Students at risk of withdrawing from high 
school or those far behind in credits may be 
considered for a referral to Elizabeth Tate High 
School, the district’s alternative high school. 
The alternative high school’s classes may not 
be used to accelerate the date of graduation. 

 

Early Graduation 

Early graduation is not encouraged because   it 
generally provides only a minimum program; 
however, there are circumstances under 
which it is possible. Arrangements for early 
graduation should be made through the 
guidance office during the previous term of 
the proposed year of graduation. Written 
application must be made to the student’s 
counselor, stating reasons for the request. No 
credit other than from regular high school 
courses may be used for early graduation. 

Recovery Program 

If students are behind in credits, they may 
elect to take courses through the ICCSD 
summer school or school-year credit re-
covery program (Edgenuity). The equivalent 
of 45 course credits* from recovery credit 
programs may be applied toward an ICCSD 
diploma. Students must request a written 
approval form from their counselor prior to 
enrolling in each course. 

*Note: These courses may not be substituted 
for specific ICCSD High School courses re- 
quired for graduation without approval from 
an administrator. 

 

NCAA & NAIA Eligibility 

Student-athletes interested in Division I or II 
collegiate athletics should go online to www. 
eligibilitycenter.org for a copy of the booklet 
NCAA Guidance for the College Bound Stu- 
dent Athlete. This booklet lists all academic, 
athletic and scholarship requirements and al- 
lows student athletes to set up accounts with 
the NCAA for registration purposes. 

Student-Athletes interested in playing NAIA 
sports should go online to www.playNAIA. 
org for information about NAIA academic 
and athletic requirements and registration. 
Students may see their counselor for addi- 
tional assistance. 

 

FAFSA Information 

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) is a free federally-required form 
for students seeking financial aid for college. 
This form should be filed after October 1 and 
prior to June 30th each year (some colleges 
and states have earlier deadlines). The FAFSA 
can be filed online at www.fafsa.gov; there is 
no charge to complete and submit the FAFSA. 

Students and families may receive assistance 
with the FAFSA and Financial Aid process 
from their counselors. 

 

Fee Waiver Policy 

Students whose families meet the income 
guidelines for free and reduced lunch, the 
Family   Investment   Program   (FIP),   Supple- 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Iowa_City_HS
http://www/
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General Information 
 

mental Social Security Income (SSI), transpor- 
tation assistance under open enrollment, or 
who are in foster care or are legally defined    
as homeless are eligible to have their student 
fees waived or partially waived. Forms are 
available in the Main Office. 

 

Course Load 

All students are required to take a minimum of 
five courses each trimester. Ninth and tenth 
graders will be assigned to study hall when not 
in a class. Juniors may have one open period 
each trimester. Seniors may have up to two 
open periods each trimester. Students are 
required to demonstrate a minimum level of 
proficiency prior to enrolling in advanced level 
courses. Students should not enroll in more 
than 2 courses from the same curricular area 
in any given trimester. 

A combined total of 60 credits from post- 
secondary option courses, Edgenuity credit 
recovery courses, Independent Study and/or 
Summer School (students are limited to a 
maximum of 2 courses per summer in summer 
school) may be applied toward graduation  
requirements. 

 

Grade Progression 

To ensure students are progressing towards 
graduation students who do not complete 
required courses and accumulate less than 
a minimum number of credits by the end of 
the school year will not be promoted to the 
next grade level. The grade classification 
follows: 

 

Freshman 0-78 credit hours 

Sophomore 79-155 credit hours 

Junior 156-232 credit hours 

Seniors 232-310 credit hours 

 

Criteria for Retaking a Course 

A student who passes a course may not re- 
peat that course for credit unless stated in 
the course description and then only with 
instructor approval. 

 

Second Grade Options 

1. Students may re-enroll in a course in which 
they received a “C” or lower grade. 

 

 

2. Student will not earn additional credit for 
completing the course a second time- no 
double credit. 

3. The second grade earned will appear on 
transcripts, replacing the previous grade. 

4. The student must comply with the behav- 
ioral, academic, and attendance expectations of 
the course. 

5. Students cannot request second grade op- 
tion in an area where they have already com- 
pleted more advanced level work. 

 

Level Changes 

1. All level change requests must be made by 
the 15th day of each trimester or at the trimes- 
ter break. All requests made after this time must 
have administrative approval. 

2. The request to change will reflect input from 
the guidance counselor, course instructor, and 
must have parent approval. 

3. The student will be moved to a section meet- 
ing at the same period as the course dropped 
unless this section is filled or there is no sec- 
tion at that time. Capacity levels of classes will 
not be exceeded to grant the request. 

4. The student’s grade-in-progress will be 
transferred to the new class. 

 

Guidelines for 
Schedule Adjustments 
Because students are responsible for accepting 
the course of study for which they register, they 
must plan very deliberately, always keeping in 
mind individual interests and post high school 
plans. Any adjustments following the initial 
Course Selection Process in January are limited 
and will be based only on the following reasons: 
1. Computer error or imbalance of course 

sections. 
2. Failure in a class that is a pre-requisite. 
3. Teacher recommendation and/or request be- 

cause of inappropriate level placement. 
4. Unavailability of a class. 
5. Class schedule that fails to meet minimum 

load requirements. 
Requests for reasons other than those listed 
above are limited to extenuating circumstances 
and must have parent/guardian approval. 
Requests that would result in an imbalance in 
the section numbers of a course will NOT be 
approved. 

A request may be made during the posted adjust- 
ment period. 

Students wanting to add, drop or adjust their 
schedule must pick up a Schedule Adjustment Re- 
quest form from the Guidance Office and make an 
appointment to see their counselor. 

Requests for teacher change will not be granted 
except under extenuating circumstances. A 
teacher change form will need to be completed 
and turned in to the guidance office. All requests 
will be reviewed by the Principal and will require a 
parent contact. 

 

Withdrawal from a Course 

Students are encouraged to complete the 
courses they start; however, in the event a 
student wishes to withdraw from a course, the 
following guidelines will be used. 

Day 1–15: Students may withdraw from a 
course. No notation will appear on transcript. 

Day 16 to three days after Parent/Teacher 
conferences: Student may withdraw from 
course with parent permission. The transcript 
will reflect a “W” (withdrawn).  

Three days after Parent/Teacher conferences to 
End of Trimester: A student may withdraw from 
the course with parent permission. The 
transcript will reflect an “F” (failing) grade.  

Any student who makes a request to drop a 
course must have prior approval from his/her 
teacher, counselor, and parent/guardian. 

In order to participate in any high school per- 
formance and or to be eligible to participate 
in a sport or competitive activity, a student 
must have passed all courses, the trimester 
prior to participation, and must be enrolled in 
four subjects (excluding Driver’s Education). A 
special education student, who is making ad- 
equate progress in meeting goals and objec- 
tives on the individualized education plan, as 
assessed by the teacher, will be academically 
eligible. 

 

Special Education 
Special programs are offered to meet the needs 
of students with Individual Education Plans and 
include the full continuum of supports and 
services. Participation requires referral and 
staffing procedures. Specific supports and 
service are determined with input from the 
parents, student, guidance counselor, and case 
manager. 
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General Information 

 

POST-SECONDARY ENROLL- 

MENT OPTIONS (PSEO) 

ICCSD High School students have the oppor- 
tunity to take approved courses at the 
University of Iowa under the state’s Post-
Secondary Enrollment Options Act. Tuition 
will be paid by the district. Students should 
contact the guidance office regarding the 
state guidelines and specific requirements. 

Through this program the district is able to 
provide a wider variety of options including 
courses in mathematics, science, social 
studies, humanities, and vocational technical 
education. Students who successfully 
complete college courses may earn both high 
school and college credit.* 

*Note: The grade earned in each 
completed course becomes part of the 
student’s cumulative GPA at Iowa or 
Kirkwood. Students will receive high school 
credit but the grade will not be a part of the 
student’s high school GPA. 

 

Dual Credit Options 
The Dual Credit Program gives motivated, 
eligible high school students the 
opportunity to get a “jump start” on college 
by earning college credit* before attending 
on a full-time basis. Options include Post-
Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO), 
courses at Kirkwood Regional Center, Project 
Lead The Way® (PLTW) and AP courses. 
*A course assessment or final exam may be 
re- quired to receive college credit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kirkwood Regional Center 

The Kirkwood Regional Center at the Universi- 
ty of Iowa (Oakdale campus) offers juniors and 
seniors from all Johnson county school dis- 
tricts the chance to earn both college and high 
school credit in career academies in a state-of- 
the-art new facility. Student may choose from 
20 different academies that provide a head 
start to post-secondary education or lead 
directly to a post-high school career. In addi- 
tion to academies, also available are college 
and high school “companion” courses. E.g. the 
STEM Innovator course partners students with 
business mentors and teachers in a project- 
based, non-traditional curriculum to develop 
real products and community services. 

The grade earned in each course becomes part 
of the student's cumulative GPA at Kirkwood. 
Students receive high school credit and the 
grade is included on the high school transcript 
and does impact the student's ICCSD 
cumulative GPA. Transportation to and from 
the regional center from each high school is 
available. For more information   about   the   
Kirkwood    Regional Center at the University of 
Iowa, please go to: 
http://www.kirkwood.edu/johnsonregional or 
speak with your guidance counselor. 

 

Project Lead the Way ® (PLTW) 
PLTW Pathway to Engineering (PTE) program 
is a sequence of courses, which follows a prov- 
en hands-on, real-world problem-solving ap- 
proach to learning. Students learn and apply 
the design process, acquire strong teamwork 
and communication proficiency and develop 
organizational, critical-thinking, and 
problem-solving skills. They explore 
aerodynamics, astronautics and space life 
sciences. Students apply biological and 
engineering concepts related to 
biomechanics. They design, test and actually 
construct circuits and devices such as smart 
phones and tablets. 

Students who enroll in any of the PLTW courses 
will receive high school credit and college 
credit from Kirkwood. The grade earned in this 
course will be reflected on the student’s official 
Kirkwood transcript. In addition, students who 
average 85% through all three trimesters and 
pass the final exam at 70% may be eligible to 
receive college credit at selected four year 
colleges and universities. More information 
about specific offerings can be found in the 
Project Lead the Way course listings. 

 
 

 

Workplace Learning Connection 

The Workplace Learning Connection in col- 
laboration with Kirkwood Community College 
and the Iowa City Community School District 
partners with local employers to offer a unique 
opportunity for work-based learning. Students 
may select career specific internship or 
practicum experiences. Upon  completion  of the 
on-site hours, career skill development hours, 
and additional requirements, students MAY 
receive elective high school credit- 5 credits for 
a 45-hour Internship I and 10 credits for a 90-
hour Internship II/Practicum I. This will be noted 
on the transcript with a Pass or No Pass and will 
not be included in the GPA. Sessions are 
available for the summer, fall, and spring. 
Additional information is available at 
http://www.workplace-learning.org. Students 
should consult with their counselor to 
coordinate this experience. 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Iowa_City_HS
http://www.kirkwood.edu/johnsonregional
http://www.workplace-learning.org/


4 
ICCSD HIGH SCHOOL    |     PROGRAM OF STUDIES    |      2018-2019   |   

Tate High School | PROGRAM OF STUDIES | 2018-2019 

 

 

 

Graduation Requirements 

Most ICCSD students graduate with more than 309 credits. This usually amounts to one elective course per trimester in 9th and 10th grades and 
two to three elective courses per trimester, in 11th and 12th grades. Students earn five credits per course per trimester for most courses. 
Students must have attended ICCSD for their final trimester of academic work in order to receive a diploma from ICCSD. 

 

COLLEGE BOUND RECOMMENDATIONS 

365 CREDITS 
 

Courses College Bound Credits Recommendations 

English 4 years 60 Credits 

Social Studies 4 years 60 Credits 

Mathematics 4 years 60 Credits 

Science 4 years 60 Credits 

Physical Education 4 years 20 Credits 

Health 1 trimester 5 Credits 

Electives 4 years including World Language 100 Credits 

 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 

ICCSD DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS  

310 CREDITS 
 

Courses Minimum Credits 
Requirements 

English 4 years 60 Credits 

Social Studies 3 years 45 Credits 

Mathematics 3 years 45 Credits 

Science 3years 45 Credits 

Physical Education 4 years 20 Credits 

Health 1 trimester 5 Credits 

Electives 4 years 90 Credits 

 
Social Studies Credits Science Credits 

US History 15 Credits Earth and Space Science* 15 Credits 

World History 15 Credits Biology 15 Credits 

Government I: Foundations 
and Principles 

5 Credits Science Electives 15 Credits 

Government II: Institutions and 
Policies 

5 Credits *If Earth and Space Science is taken in 8th grade, an 
additional Science elective must be completed. 

Economics 5 Credits 

 Physical Education Credits 

Physical Education 5 Credits per year 

Health 5 Credits for one 
trimester 

 

All students must earn a minimum of 310 credit hours to graduate from ICCSD.  
 

 
 

 

English Credits Mathematics Credits 

English 9 15 Credits Mathematics Electives 45 Credits 

English 10 15 Credits  

Year Long Literature Course 15 Credits 

English 12 15 Credits (A Year Long 
Literature course, or three 
trimesters with at least one 
literature based and one 
writing based.) 



ICCSD HIGH SCHOOL    |     PROGRAM OF STUDIES    |    2018-2019    |    
www.edline.net/pages/Iowa_City_HS 

5 

Tate High School | PROGRAM OF STUDIES | 2018-2019 
 

 

 

9 FALL Credit WINTER Credit SPRING Credit 

English 9 or English 9 Honors 5 English 9 or English 9  Honors 5 English 9 or English 9  Honors 5 

US History or World History 5 US History or World History 5 US History or World History 5 

Math 5 Math 5 Math 5 

Earth and Space Science 5 Earth and Space Science 5 Earth and Space Science 5 

Elective 5 Elective 5 Elective 5 

Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

*PE 5 **Health 5 Optional  Elective 5 

TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  
 
 

10 FALL Credit WINTER Credit SPRING Credit 

English 10 or 10  Honors 5 English 10 or 10  Honors 5 English 10 or 10  Honors 5 

  World History or US History 5 World History or US History 5 World History or US History 5 

Math 5 Math 5 Math 5 

Biology 5 Biology 5 Biology 5 

Elective 5 Elective 5 Elective 5 

Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

*PE 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  
 
 

11 FALL Credit WINTER Credit SPRING Credit 

Literature or Humanities 5 Literature or Humanities 5 Literature or Humanities 5 

Government*** 5 Government*** 5 Economics*** 5 

Math 5 Math 5 Math 5 

Chemistry, Honors Chemistry 
or Physical Science 

5 Chemistry, Honors Chemistry or 
Physical Science 

5 Chemistry, Honors Chemistry or 
Physical Science 

5 

Elective 5 Elective 5 Elective 5 

Optional Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

*PE 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  
 
 

12 FALL Credit WINTER Credit SPRING Credit 

English 5 English 5 English 5 

Social Studies (Elective) 5 Social Studies (Elective) 5 Social Studies (Elective) 5 

Math (Elective) 5 Math (Elective) 5 Math (Elective) 5 

Science  (Elective) 5 Science  (Elective) 5 Science  (Elective) 5 

Elective 5 Elective 5 Elective 5 

Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

*PE 5 Optional  Elective 5 Optional  Elective 5 

TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  TOTAL  CREDITS  
 

*PE is required one trimester per school year and will be scheduled where it fits best. Students should not register for more than one PE course 
unless it is necessary to make-up a previously failed PE class.   

**Health is a one trimester course that can be taken at any time during the student’s enrollment 

***Government I, Government II, and Economics may be taken during the junior or senior years. 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Iowa_City_HS
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Art 
Art Forms  
An opportunity to experiment and explore 
the visual arts through a variety of materials 
with an emphasis on studio production in 
both 2-D and 3-D forms.  This foundation 
course is recommended for all students. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12 
CATEGORY: Elective  
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 
 
                          
 

Family & Consumer 
Science 
Creative Fabrics 1 
Students of any skill level can take this 
course; they will learn basic sewing 
techniques to complete a quilt project. 
Students are responsible for purchasing their 
fabric and filling for the quilt. All other 
notions will be supplied by the class. 
Students may choose a quilt size but a lap 
quilt will be the minimum size to complete 
for credit. We will begin the trimester 
making a pillowcase using French seams.   
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12        
CATEGORY: Elective      
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Trimester  
 
            

Child Development 1 
This course will explore parenting styles and 
techniques, child abuse, foster care and 
adoption, family planning, human 
reproduction, pregnancy and birth. 
Community speakers as well as a textbook 
will be used in this class. The main focus will 
be on parenting and what it means to be an 
effective parent. Any student planning on 
becoming a parent in the future would 
benefit from this class. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Elective      
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Trimester 
                        

Child Development 2 
Students will explore human growth and 
development from infancy to 10 years old. 
Mental, physical, social and emotional 
development of each age group will be 
covered. Various community speakers will be 
used to support the textbook. Health, safety, 

child care and positive parenting will be 
covered. Students who are interested in 
learning more about children would benefit 
from attending this class. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Elective      
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Trimester 
                   

On Your Own 
Students planning to move into college 
dorms or live independently in apartments 
can better prepare themselves for the future 
by learning about housing, budgeting, 
laundry, leases, credit, shopping, cooking, 
mending, sexuality, and personal 
responsibilities. This course is designed for 
students who want a chance to practice 
basic living skills before entering college or 
the work force.         
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12      
CATEGORY: Elective      
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Trimester 
 
 

Health 
Health  
This course will provide students with the 
knowledge and skills to make the critical 
health choices throughout their lives and 
enable them to establish lifelong healthy 
behaviors. Students will comprehend 
concepts related to health promotion and 
disease prevention; analyze the influence of 
family, peers, culture, media, technology, 
and other factors on health behaviors; 
demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal 
communication skills to enhance health and 
avoid or reduce health risk; demonstrate the 
ability to use decision-making and goal -
setting skills to enhance health; demonstrate 
the ability to practice health-enhancing 
behaviors and avoid or reduce health risks 
and demonstrate the ability to advocate for 
personal, family and community health. 
Units of instruction include Mental, Social 
and Emotional health; Violence Prevention; 
Tobacco, Alcohol and Illegal Drugs including 
the misuse of Drugs;  
Personal Health and Wellness; Safety and 
Injury Prevention; Human Growth and 
Reproduction including Sexual Health 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Required   
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Trimester 

 

 

Language Arts  
English 9 
English 9 introduces students to high school 
level study of the language arts—reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, and media 
literacy. Common units of study include 
short stories, novels, media, research, poetry 
and epic/drama (Romeo and Juliet; Homer’s 
Odyssey). Students compose in expository, 
narrative, persuasive, and analytical modes. 
Revision and editing skills are stressed. 
Students deliver speeches in a supportive 
setting. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 9 requirement  
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH: 1 Year 
 

English 10 
English 10 continues the study of the 
language arts—reading, writing, listening, 
speaking, and media literacy. Common units 
of study include short narratives, novels (e.g. 
Of Mice and Men, science fiction, etc.), 
memoir, research, poetry, and epic/drama (a 
Shakespearean play). Students compose 2-3 
multi-draft papers in expository, narrative, 
persuasive, and/or analytical modes. Some 
tasks are delivered as speeches. Students 
work to review and master literary terms, 
structures, and patterns. 
GRADE LEVEL: 10  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 10 requirement  
PREREQUISITE: English 9  
LENGTH: 1 Year 

 

United States Literature 
U.S. Literature explores the themes and 
movements of historical and contemporary  
American literature. Common units of study 
include American novels (e.g. The Great 
Gatsby), modern drama, poetry, and college 
and career preparation. Students compose in 
expository, narrative, persuasive, and 
analytical modes. Some tasks are delivered 
as speeches. Additional emphasis is placed 
on close reading and group discussion. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 11 or English 12 
requirement 
PREREQUISITE: English 9 and 10  
LENGTH: 1 Year 
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World Literature 
World Literature studies the literature, 
culture and history of many of the world’s 
great civilizations. Students will examine the 
context in which the literature was produced 
to help enrich their understanding of 
cultures and how they are interconnected 
with other cultures through literature, 
theater, film, music, and the arts. Students 
compose in expository, narrative, persuasive, 
and analytical modes. Some tasks are 
delivered as speeches. Additional emphasis 
is placed on close reading and group 
discussion. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 11 or English 12 
requirement 
PREREQUISITE: English 9 and 10  
LENGTH: 1 Year 
 

Reading Strategies  
Reading Strategies focuses on raising 
students’ reading levels by addressing 
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and 
stamina. Strategies taught will be applicable 
to all content areas. Students may elect to 
take the class or may be placed in the class 
based on assessment data and teacher 
recommendations. This course does not 
meet Language Arts graduation 
requirements or NCAA requirements and 
may not meet entrance requirements for 
some colleges and universities.  
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12  
CATEGORY: Elective  
PREREQUISITE: Enrollment based on Iowa 
Assessment scores and parent/teacher 
recommendations.  
LENGTH: 1 Year    
                                                    

Contemporary Literature 
Contemporary Literature is a reading course 
in which students explore a variety of topics 
and interests within specified categories of 
books. Students self-select books and read 
them in class as well as outside of class. 
Grades are based on the number of books 
read, the thoroughness of written responses, 
and the quality of oral conferences held with 
the instructor. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester of Literature  
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 
 

Short Story 
Students analyze short stories for literary 
terms and techniques, including plot, setting, 

mood, characterization, point of view, and 
theme.  Students read and listen to multiple 
short stories, view different presentations of 
stories, interpret and analyze stories in large 
and/or small group discussions, complete 
study guides, and write paragraphs and 
themes.           
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12                                  

  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester of Literature  
PREREQUISITE:  None                                         
LENGTH:  1 Trimester                            
 

Creative Writing 
Creative Writing is an intense writing course 
that explores several creative genres, 
including but not limited to short stories, 
poetry, and memoir. Some students may 
also choose to explore a choice genre (one-
act play, rap, spoken word, etc.). Drafts are 
critiqued in a workshop setting. Revision of 
drafts is mandatory for success in this class. 
The course emphasizes tools for creative 
writing and literary elements (dialogue, 
imagery, poetic devices and structural tools) 
rather than specific topics. Students will put 
together a final portfolio or will submit their 
pieces for possible publication.  
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester of Writing  
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 

 

Essay Writing  
Essay Writing stresses the development of 
writing skills. Students practice the writing 
process and workshopping techniques. Basic 
units include personal, descriptive, 
persuasive, and professional writing, as well 
as syntax and diction. Students compose and 
revise their own writing based on what they 
have discussed, observed and considered in 
class. Assignments stress author, audience, 
purpose and specific writing standards 
(focus, support and elaboration, 
organization, and conventions). Students are 
expected to respond to others’ writing in 
addition to sharing some of their own writing 
in class.  
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester of Writing 
PREREQUISITE: English 9 and 10  
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 
 

English Grammar and Usage 

Exposes students to grammatical 

terminology necessary for analyzing and 
discussing language and writing. Areas of 
study include parts of speech; sentence 
patterns; fragments and run-ons; phrases 
and clauses; parallel construction; consistent 
use of tense, person, verbs, and pronouns; 
punctuation; and spelling. Students are 
expected to participate in class activities, 
take accurate lecture notes, complete 
assignments, demonstrate knowledge and 
skills in quizzes, improve ability to proofread 
their writing, and increase awareness of 
their oral and written usage 
problems.                                                        
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12       
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester                                   
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Trimester         
 

Public Speaking 
Public Speaking is designed for students who 
do not like to get up in front of groups of 
people, as well as for confident speakers. 
Students receive training and practice in the 
preparation and delivery of public speeches 
and interpretive presentations. Students 
read, view, examine, and discuss examples 
of famous public speeches. They also write 
and deliver their own public speeches, 
reflecting many of the various purposes of 
public speaking. Additionally, emphasis will 
be placed on developing good speaking 
techniques, stage fright anxiety, research 
skills, organization, listening, observing, and 
evaluating peer work.  
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12  
CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester 
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 
 

Media Literacy and 

Communications  
This course is designed to help students 
improve listening and oral communication 
skills through participation in various 
group activities such as panel discussions, 
oral interpretation, or media 
presentations. The aim is to improve 
speech skills through group support and 
interaction. This course is recommended 
for all students regardless of post high 
school plans. This course is accepted by 
colleges and universities. However the 
NCAA Eligibility Center does not accept this 
class in regards to meeting NCAA eligibility 
criteria. 
GRADE LEVEL:  11-12       
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CATEGORY: Fulfills English 12 requirement 
for 1 trimester                                    
PREREQUISITE: None        
LENGTH:  1 Trimester  
 

Mathematics 
Students are expected to follow one of the 
course sequences shown. Teachers will make 
individual course recommendations just prior 
to registration. Students who do not perform 
satisfactorily in a course should repeat the 
course. 
Students who demonstrate high aptitude and 
motivation in Algebra I and want to move to 
the advanced course sequence may enroll in 
Geometry Honors and Algebra II Honors in the 
same year. This change requires teacher 
recommendation and a highly motivated 
student. These students then continue with 
Pre-Calculus Honors and Calculus. 

 

Math Skills 
Math Skills is designed for students who 
need more practice with operations on 
whole numbers, integers, decimals, and 
fractions.  It helps students develop skills 
using percentages, ratios, proportions, 
exponents, and estimation.  Supplementary 
topics include data analysis, measurement, 
and geometric concepts.  This course will 
assist each student in the process of 
mastering basic math skills in preparation for 
Introduction to Algebra. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement    
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

Introduction to Algebra 
Introduction to Algebra is a course that 
builds on basic math skills to develop 
algebra, geometry, and other general 
mathematics concepts, including 
measurement and basic algebra with real 
numbers.  It is not intended to be equivalent 
to a standard Algebra 1 course.  It provides 
preparation for solving practical problems in 
everyday life.  A scientific calculator may be 
used for certain topics.  This course will 
prepare students for first-year algebra. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement       
PREREQUISITE:  Pre-Algebra 8 or Math Skills 
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

Informal Geometry  

Informal Geometry is a course designed to 
expose students in 10th grade or higher to the 
structure of Euclidean geometry and develop 
algebraic skills in this context.  Areas of study 
include points, lines, planes, inductive and 
deductive reasoning, properties of geometric 
figures including areas and volumes, and a 
review of beginning algebra skills.  This 
course will provide each student with a basic 
geometry course that is not intended to be 
equivalent to a standard geometry class.  
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement     
PREREQUISITE: Pre-Algebra 8 or 
Introduction to Algebra  
LENGTH:  1 Year 

 

Algebra 1 
Algebra 1 is the foundation for further study 
of mathematics.  It is the first of three math 
courses that are required for admission to 
most four-year colleges (the other two being 
Geometry and Algebra 2).  Students learn to 
reason symbolically and graphically.  Writing, 
graphing, and solving linear and quadratic 
equations are key topics.  This course 
emphasizes reading and problem solving for 
unknown quantities using visual as well as 
symbolic representations.  This course will 
prepare students for the study of Geometry 
and Algebra 2. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement     
PREREQUISITE:  Pre-Algebra 8 or 
Introduction to Algebra  
LENGTH:  1 Year 

 

Geometry 
Geometry is the study of properties of 
figures in space.  It includes right triangle 
trigonometry and the study of 
transformations.  Inductive and deductive 
thinking skills are used in problem solving 
situations, including applications to the real 
world.  Proof writing is included, as students 
prove properties of geometric figures, 
including polygons and circles.  This course 
will prepare students for the study of 
Algebra 2. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement     
PREREQUISITE:  Algebra 1 or Algebra 1A and 
Algebra 1B  
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

Consumer Mathematics 

Consumer Mathematics focuses on the use 
of mathematics by consumers in everyday 
life.  Topics include applying math related to 
banking, budgeting, real estate, taxes, 
insurance, investments, credits and 
loans.  This course will provide students with 
the skills necessary to be successful 
consumers. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement 
PREREQUISITE: Students may not register for 
this course if they have successfully 
completed Algebra 2 
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

Algebra 2 
Algebra 2 is a course that builds on concepts 
learned in Algebra 1 and Geometry.  It 
develops advanced algebra skills in the study 
of polynomials, rational expressions, and 
other equations and inequalities.  Reading 
with comprehension is essential as students 
solve real world problems.  A scientific or 
graphing calculator is required for certain 
topics.  This course will prepare students for 
Pre-Calculus. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 year of Math 
requirement      
PREREQUISITE:  Algebra 1 and Geometry 
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

Physical Education 
Phys Ed   
Students will receive units designed to try 
lifetime activities from personal conditioning 
to individual and team sport activities.  They 
will learn basic skills and concepts in those 
sports and activities along with physical 
conditioning and wellness activities.   Fitness 
and health concepts will be included as 
well.  The use of heart rate monitors and/or 
pedometers to help with the understanding 
and value of exercise in an appropriate heart 
rate zone. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12 
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 trimester of PE 
requirement 
PREREQUISITE: None 
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 
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Science 
The 9th grade science course is Earth and Space 
Science. Students who are planning to 
complete four years of high school science 
enrolling in courses such as Honors Chemistry, 
AP Biology, AP Chemistry, and AP Physics are 
permitted to enroll in Biology as a ninth grade 
students in addition to the Earth and Space 
science course. These students should also be 
enrolled in Geometry as a 9th grade student in 
order to meet the math requirement for 
Honors Chemistry which will be taken in their 
10 grade year. 
Three PLTW courses, (Principles of 
Engineering, Environmental Sustainability 
and Aerospace Engineering) count toward 
Science elective credit at West High, however 
they cannot be used to fulfill Science 
requirements. 

 

Earth and Space Science 
Earth and Space Science is designed to give 
students an opportunity to investigate 
science and its relationship to society and 
the natural world through laboratories and 
activities.  
Emphasis is on the connection of earth and 
space science concepts to everyday interests 
and concerns. Topics of study will include 
Earth’s Place in the Universe, Earth’s 
Systems, and Earth and Human Activities. 
Student will be asked to behave as scientists, 
to think, ask questions, investigate problems, 
and design their own experiments. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills Science requirement   
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

Biology 
Biology provides all students with 
experiences to foster understanding of life 
processes at the molecular, cellular, 
organism, ecosystem and global levels. 
Students explore and analyze the 
interconnected central themes in biology: 
science as a process of knowing, structure 
and function, change over time and the 
interdependence of nature.  The course 
incorporates laboratory inquiry, use of 
higher-order thinking skills, and investigation 
of current issues in technology and society. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills Science requirement  
PREREQUISITE: None  
LENGTH:  1 Year 
 

 

Physical Science 
While based upon the principles of chemistry 
and physics, the course will stress laboratory 
inquiry, conceptual relationships and higher 
order thinking skills. These principles are 
developed through laboratory experiences, 
class discussions, and homework. Emphasis 
is on the connection of chemistry and 
physics concepts to everyday interests and 
concerns.  This course, along with Earth and 
Space Science and Biology, will fulfill the 3 
years of science required for graduation.   
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12      
CATEGORY: Fulfills Science requirement   
PREREQUISITE: Earth and Space Science and 
Biology  
LENGTH:  1 Year 

 

Social Studies 
American Studies 
American Studies surveys the political, 
economic, social, and diplomatic 
development from the late 1800s to the 
present. The course examines the important 
issues, personalities, and events from the 
time period and is designed so that students 
gain an understanding and appreciation of 
how the past and present are connected. 
Through a variety of learning opportunities, 
students will develop critical thinking skills 
that can be applied to past, present, and 
future events. 
GRADE LEVEL: 9-10 
CATEGORY: Fulfills U.S. History requirement 
PREREQUISITE: None 
LENGTH: 1 Year 
 

World History for 
Tomorrow 
This course offers a survey of world history. 
We will examine major civilizations and 
events as they occurred in time. Within this 
chronological framework, we will present, 
discuss and evaluate several important 
content themes, and help develop basic 
analytical skills. This course will address the 
following content themes: 1.  
Patterns and impacts of interaction among 
major societies: trade war, diplomacy, and 
international organizations. 2. Relationship 
of change and continuity across the time 
periods of this course. 3. Impact of 
technology and demography on people and 
the environment. 4. Systems of social 
structure and gender roles within and among 
societies. 5. Cultural and intellectual 
developments and interactions within and 
among societies. 6. Changes in functions and 

structures of states and in attitudes toward 
states and political identities.  
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12 
CATEGORY: Fulfills World History 
requirement 
PREREQUISITE: None 
LENGTH: 1 Year 

U.S. Government I: 
Foundations and Principles 
In Government I, students will examine the 
foundations and principles of the American 
political system’s federal republic and 
analyze the political structure, power, and 
processes established by the U.S. 
Constitution. Students will study the rights 
guaranteed to citizens in our democratic 
society and the protections extended to 
each citizen in the Bill of Rights. 
Finally, students will examine their role in 
the democratic society through a study of 
the mass media, political parties, interest 
groups and campaigns/elections. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12 
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 trimester of U.S. 
Government requirement 
PREREQUISITE: None 
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 

U.S. Government II: 
Institutions and Policy 
In Government II, students will examine the 
structure, functions, and policies of 
American government at the national, state, 
and local levels. The class includes an 
analysis of the roles and responsibilities of 
each of the three branches of government in 
all levels of government, with an emphasis 
on the creation and implementation of 
current public policy. Finally, students will 
investigate the role of the United States in a 
global context. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12 
CATEGORY: Fulfills 1 trimester of U.S. 
Government requirement 
PREREQUISITE: U.S. Government I: 
Foundations and Principles recommended 
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 

Economics 
Economics studies how individuals, 
businesses, and governments deal with 
scarce resources. Emphasis is placed on the 
basic concepts, principles, and reasoning 
skills related to economic choices so that 
students will become informed consumers, 
workers, and citizens. 
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12 
CATEGORY: Fulfills Economics requirement 
PREREQUISITE: None 
LENGTH: 1 Trimester 
 



ICCSD HIGH SCHOOL    |     PROGRAM OF STUDIES    |    2018-2019    |    
www.edline.net/pages/Iowa_City_HS 

11 

Tate High School | PROGRAM OF STUDIES | 2018-2019 
 

 

 
 

http://www.edline.net/pages/Iowa_City_HS

